
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th-23rd November 2025 

The George Hotel is a family run hotel with no two 

rooms the same shape or size, but all furnished to a 

high standard with en-suite facilities, television, tea 

and coffee making facilities and free wifi.  

A function suite is available for private hires for 

family parties, christenings and weddings. 

22 George St, Montrose DD10 8EW 

01674 675050 

 

Cover Design WINNER   Maya Golightly, Ferryden Primary 

https://www.google.com/search?q=the+george+hotel+montrose&sca_esv=92bdb361676e0929&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=AE3TifMISQgixa107tenoMBAclNBtiV5xA%3A1762332953342&ei=GRELafrPFLzWhbIPj7mB2A4&gs_ssp=eJwFwbERgCAMAMCz1QnsKOwBFQiM4BbIxVCgOZGC8f0fJ0lSNyrU7auGsKi-A1ivPCDay5i0BdXNqeMaXbIQHQAec8soCLkSiswNi7j5aZU__AF88BhN&oq=the+george+&gs_lp=-IDBRIBMSBA8QX5zZetgLt2WLoGBggBEAEYAZIHCzEuOC4yLjEuOC0xoAfxzwGyBwcwLjguMi4xuAeFEMIHBzItMS45LjPIB7EB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ANGUS BOOKFEST focus is on ‘as local 

as possible’ and bringing the written word to 

the community in as many different ways as 

possible in the hope to appeal to many. 

We promote local authors, 

illustrators/storytellers/poets etc based in 

Angus and further afield. 

We include the local and wider community in 

mini events during the year by taking part in 

local fairs and galas to grow awareness of our 

event. We actively fundraise year-round 

through various means, appealing for 

sponsors, applying for funding, selling 

advertising space in our programme, 

tombola’s, raffles, quiz and Bingo nights and 

much more. 

 
 

 

reproPoets  

 

 
 

 

 

6 Cameron St, Stonehaven AB39 2BL 

07902 918173       butnbenbooks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Angus Book Festival 

 

Enter Angus by wardrobe 

For the book festival 

Cross Montrose on tightropes 

A literary ball 

 

Pitch to be published 

Cafes echo blurbs 

Customers rummage 

Sprinkle vowels and verbs 

 

Burns’s family tree 

Stemmed from suburbs 

With ploughman’s vocabulary 

He bowed like rhubarb 

 

Where each author haggled  

In English and Scots 

Through ABC to squiggles 

Texts rose from plots 

 

The book worm’s straggle 

With insect news panned 

As audiences trickle 

From stalls scribe manned 

 

Frankenstein was launched  

By the banks of the Tay 

Vampire’s teeth crunched 

At cursed Cruden Bay 

 

Armed with full baskets 

Folk leave empty shelves 

Shuffled library tickets 

Writer’s doors without wolves 

 

Chris Tait 

 



                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

                                                      

C        1pm-2pm                 Ink & Quill, John Street, Montrose.                 FREE 
 

Join Celia as she reads from her new book! Introduced by David G Pullar. 

 Includes a display of Celias wood carvings and prints.    Also includes activities and refreshments. 

ome along to a storytelling session with Folklore Scotland, where 

Rebecca and David will be spinning local tales lifted straight from Angus. 

Folklore Scotland is a registered Scottish charity that aims to promote 

and preserve Scotland’s folkloric  

 

 

When an artist comes to the organic vegetable 

garden, all the scarecrow’s senses are flipped 

upside down. Is Harry Also in love? 

There’s no time for him to find out, as he is 

kidnapped and joins the travelling circus known as 

‘Milo’s Magical Show’. With horses, Milo & 

George, Harry travels the Fintry Hills in Scotland, 

accompanied by Peawee, the Wuidwisp & his 

young family. 

 

 

Sunday 16th November 

BOOK LAUNCH 

Celia Norman Smith 

 

 

 

 



  ANGUS BOOKFAIR George Hotel, Function Room 

Saturday 16th November    12 noon- 5pm 

(Quiet hour from 11-12. Booking for quiet hour preferable) 

FREE ADMISSION 

 

 

 

An Evening with the Montrose Poets Old 

and New… 
 Sunday 16th November 

The George Hotel 

 
 

 
7pm     Tickets £5. p/person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring the talents of 

 Ian Nimmo White, Julie Adams, Jane Prior, Mark Richardson & 

Eve Mumford 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings from the works 

of the Marquis of 

Montrose, Violet Jacob, 

Hugh MacDiarmid, W F 

McHardy and more. 

 



                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

85 High Street 

Montrose 

Angus 

DD10 8QY 

07477 145111 

team@funkyweeteapotmontrose.com 

 

Paint Your Own ‘Book Vase’ & Mini Quiz 

Monday 17th November

 

 

 



                                                     

  

 



  

 

 

Winners to be announced soon! 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

  

 

 

      

Panmure Pl, Montrose DD10 8HF  

Montrose Museum 



  

 

 

 



  

 



                                                                                                                                                                                      

  

 

 

 

2nd Prize 

Ellie Marshall 

3rd Prize 

Mia Davison 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 

 
 



  

 

 

Friday 21st November 



  

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



  

 

  

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 

  
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
   

 
   

   
 

 

 

 

1.30pm-2.45pm 



  Saturday 22nd November 

Book Fair 12-5pm                Author panels 

12.20pm Angus Writers – Established in 1990, few writing groups can claim such consistent 

stability, with their members having diverse literary interests in poetry & prose. Angus Writers’ 

Circle gained merit in developing several successful authors, poets, journalists and playwrights 

with many members winning some major literary accolades at national level. 

Morna Milton Webber- is a local writer, winner of various writing awards and member of the 

Angus Writers. 

Colin Garrow- Colin grew up in a former mining town in Northumberland. He has worked in a 

plethora of professions and has occasionally masqueraded as a pirate. He has published more 

than thirty books, and his short stories have appeared in several literary mags. He also writes 

novels, stories, poems and the occasional song. 

Andrew Whyte - Born in Perth, Andrew now lives in rural Scotland. Writing is something he did 

briefly as a youngster and returned to it much later. Andrew says it’s ‘been a joy and an 

unexpected journey.’ Andrew writes short stories and novels across various genres and under 

different names dependent on the output.  

 

1pm Poetry – ‘Literary work in which the expression of feelings and ideas is given intensity 

using distinctive style and rhythm’.  

Chris Tait- A poet, playwright and spoken word artist, based in Glasgow, who reads at events & 

on the radio.  She is currently studying for an M(Litt) in Creative Writing at Strathclyde 

University, she performed her play ‘Copperopolis at last year’s Bookfest. 

Mandy MacDonald -Australian writer and musician who has lived in Aberdeen since 1992. 

Mandy's poetry also appears in many printed & online publications in Scotland and further afield, 

Mandy firmly believes that poetry can change the world.  

Birgit Itse- Originally hailing from Estonia, Birgit first became an author in 2006 from then on, 

her articles, stories, poems, and nature writing have been published in numerous anthologies, 

zines, collections, web exhibitions and podcasts, including BBC Radio Scotland 

   

      



Saturday 22nd November 

continued 

1.40pm-Crime, Bumper Edition! literature that focuses on criminal acts, the investigation of 

those crimes, and the characters involved, such as criminals and detectives 

Val Penny- Val is an American author living in SW Scotland. She has an Llb degree from the 

University of Edinburgh and her MSc from Napier University. She turned her hand to writing 

poetry, short stories, nonfiction books, and novels. Best-selling author of The DI Hunter 

Wilson Thrillers. 

GM Wilson- Glenys Wilson was born in Melbourne, Australia but now resides in Montrose, 

Scotland. Being a Senior Clinical Psychologist, Glenys has a curiosity about people’s drives and 

challenges as they go about their daily lives, and how they find the courage and motivation to 

keep going when facing adversity. She continues to work on more adventures for her Harbour 

View characters. Her new book is out now! 

Lexie Conyngham -Is a historian living in the shadow of the Highlands. Her Murray of Letho 

and Hippolyta Napier novels are born of a life amidst Scotland’s old cities, ancient universities 

and hidden-away aristocratic estate. Beyond teaching and research, her days are spent with 

wool, wild allotments and a wee bit of whisky. 

Andrew Murray Scott - Based in Broughty Ferry, Andrew writes novels, short stories, poems 

and non-fiction books. In his career, he has been a journalist, media lecturer, press officer and 

contributor to TV and Radio programmes. He also uses the pen name of Andrew Scott to write 

political thrillers featuring journalist Willie Morton, which stalk the undergrowth of the Scottish 

constitutional debate as Morton seeks to uncover secrets the British establishment would prefer 

to keep out of the public domain. 

Chris Longmuir - An award-winning novelist. Two of her books in the Dundee Crime Series 

won major awards. The most prestigious award was for Dead Wood which won the Dundee 

International Book Prize. Chris is known for her Dundee Crime Series, the Kirsty Campbell 

Mysteries, a historical saga and two non-fiction books. Readers have described her crime 

thrillers as scary and atmospheric page-turners. 

   

   

    

 



  

2.50pm -A Fine bit of Romance- Romance or romantic novel is a genre fiction novel that 

primarily focuses on the relationship and romantic love between two people, typically with an 

emotionally satisfying and optimistic ending. 

Shana Frost -writes romantic mysteries as dramatic as the Scottish Highlands that inspire her. 

Shana’s stories take readers from Glasgow’s gritty streets to the enigmatic Highlands. She 

promises that when reading her stories, you’ll be at the edge of your seat, falling deeper in love 

with the characters.  

Heather Osbourne- Award-winning author Heather was born and raised in California. Along 

with her novels and short stories, Heather also has written & directed several plays. Her books 

include The Soldier’s Secret, a historical romance set during the American Civil War; Bitter 

Bonds, a tale of black magic in the deep South in the 1840s, and the Rae Hatting Mysteries 

series. 

Hana Carolina - (she/her) is a pseudonym of a creative and academic writer based in 

Montrose. In love with the gothic atmosphere of Scotland, she moved out of Poland as a teen. 

Her fantasy horror-romance debut novella, The Inescapable March, was published in March 

2025. 

3.30pm New Writers- ‘Everyone has a book in them’ - someone who is publishing their first 

book. 

Elizabeth Highfield - Elizabeth, a former Day Care manager, in Scotland with her husband & 

their two dogs. She enjoys gardening & walking her dogs, when she's not outdoors, she 

dedicates her time to writing. ‘In the beautiful Scottish countryside, a cyclist has been 

reported missing. DS Carron Patterson from Dockside Station has been sent to investigate but 

no one seems to have seen him. Carron is determined to get to the bottom of this.’ 

A J Klemp – Andrew J Klemp was born & brought up in Hull, he enjoys spending time in 

nature and with his family as well as reading and focusing on writing his next instalment. 

‘Jamie and the other members of a building crew are faced with an unprecedented situation as 

the UK is struck by a suspected E.M.P. event of unknown origin or purpose. Jamie knows his 

best chance of survival is to make it home as quickly as possible, but can he make it back 

before society begins to unravel and break down? 

 

Saturday 22nd November 

continued 

   
 

 

 

 
All events are free unless otherwise stated. 

Due to this being a ‘Live event’, some names and times may change. 



  

4pm- Scriptwriters- ‘The script is the foundation of everything’ includes scripts for plays, films, 

computer games and television or radio programmes. 

Mark Jackson- BAFTA Scotland-nominated writer & an award-winning short filmmaker, 

journalist and photographer. Originally from England, he now resides in Scotland. His collection 

of short stories, Norhaven, his debut novel, The Revenge of Colonel Blood, an adventure tale set 

in 1925, was published in 2013. In 2020, he released The Knowledge, a noir thriller set in the 

1970s. 

Jim Alexander - An award-winning writer who has worked for TV and for DC (Batman 80-

Page Giant, Birds of Prey) and Marvel (Uncanny Origins, Spectacular Spider-Man) and other 

contributions to Graphic Novels. ‘GoodCop BadCop was his debut novel. A crime novel with a 

contemporary spin on Jekyll and Hyde, known as "a dark, graphic psychological thriller that 

keeps you turning the pages." 

GD Penman - Is a critically acclaimed, internationally best-selling fantasy author & has served 

as the ghostwriter for over 200 books spanning multiple genres. Prior to his literary career 

Graeme worked as a bookseller, game designer, literary critic and editor, he resides in Dundee. 

 

 
Saturday 22nd November 

continued 

    

      

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

127 High St, 

Montrose 

DD10 8QN 

 

Sunday 23rd November 

Book Themed Service at the Steeple 

11am 

ALL WELCOME 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Sunday 23rd November 

 



  
Sunday 23rd November 

Book Fair 12pm-5pm                        Author Panels 

12.30pm NC500- A route of just over 500 miles of stunning coastal scenery, white sandy 

beaches, rugged mountains, remote fishing villages, hidden gems. 

Julie MP Adams- Born and educated in the Northeast Coast of Scotland, Julie was a student 

journalist, a folk singer, and a civil servant before embarking on a career as a teacher. She loves 

walking, theatre, live music and reading. Her novels cover a range of genres from road trip 

thrillers to historical fiction. 

Penny Frances – Writer of contemporary accessible literary fiction. Her debut novel Riding the 

High Road was launched in October 2023 by Fantastic Books Publishing. It follows a young 

man’s journey to connect with his sperm-donor biker father in the Scottish Highlands. 'Humane, 

gritty, and atmospheric, Penny Frances’ novel Riding the High Road is a moving, absorbing and 

addictive read.’ 

    

1.15pm Children’s Authors- stories written about imagined characters and/or events targeted 

at children. 

Annie Day Fernie - Annie’s aim in writing children’s books is to teach companionship, 

compassion and the benefits of community involvement. As well as writing children’s books, 

Annie recently penned a book of short stories, ‘Railways and Waterways’. 

Sheila Cochrane – From Kirriemuir, Shiela has so many magical stories to tell about this little 

spud and his travels! This the first of many more to come … 

Celia Norman Smith- has always been deeply passionate about writing and drawing, often 

drawing inspiration from nature. Many of the stories in Harry Also are based on her own 

experiences as a shepherd, beekeeper, mole-catcher, and equestrian worker. Celia also enjoys 

wild gardening, wild swimming, and embracing a bit of adventure in her life! 

      



  
Sunday 23rd November 

continued 

1.55pm Children’s Authors and the Curriculum -To establish meaningful foundations for 

literacy, critical thinking, social interactions, emotional literacy and more. Children's literature is 

an invaluable part of teaching in early childhood. 

Paula Robertson -has spent the last 18 years teaching at the primary school level. Driven by her 

lifelong passion for storytelling, she not only developed and led a story class that brought tales 

to life through play but later integrated those techniques back into her classroom. The text 

explores a range of both obvious and subtle themes, such as bullying, body image issues, 

loneliness, isolation, difficult environments, young caregiving, grief, loss, dementia, ageism, 

intrusive thoughts, anxiety, depression, self-actualisation, and finding resolution.   

Jenna L. Givens- an author and storyteller, is the co-founder of a children’s theatrical 

entertainment company. The Twinkle book series draws inspiration from Christmas characters 

she created. She enjoys history, literature, reading, nature walks, and mindfulness practice. Her 

collection includes a range of engaging books, including a Christmas story about making friends 

and a book about the Scottish witch trials. 

    

3.35pm- New Writers – ‘Everyone has a book in them’ - someone who is publishing their first 

book, whether it's a novel, memoir, or nonfiction work. This "debut" marks their first step into 

the world of being a published author. 

Anona Gow - Formerly a solicitor, Anona married a deer farmer, moved to rural Scotland, and 

quickly realised that as Venison was in plentiful supply she had better learn how to cook it! 

This excellent cookbook offers over 70 different recipes for all occasions with simple and easy 

to follow instructions. 

Lyndsey Croal - Edinburgh-based author of speculative and strange fiction. She’s a Scottish 

Book Trust New Writers Awardee, British Fantasy Award Finalist, former Hawthornden 

Fellow, and a Ladies of Horror Fiction Writers Grant Recipient. Dark Crescent is a collection 

of seasonal tales inspired by Scottish folklore, landscapes, superstitions, and omens. In this 

book, readers will find reinterpretations of common folklore creatures and phenomenon. 

                                                                                                                                           

    



  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Sunday 23rd November 

continued 

4pm Trauma and Finding Peace- True peace is built gradually, starting within communities and 

through our everyday encounters. When we experience something overwhelming or out of the 

ordinary, it's normal for both our bodies and minds to feel traumatized. 

Dawn Walton -Specialises in working with trauma - particularly complex PTSD arising from 

childhood issues. It is an area where she has lots of personal and client experience, and Dawn 

has developed a therapeutic approach that is incredibly effective. Maybe what we should be able 

to say is: "This is my screw up. It is / is not getting in the way of my life right now!" 

Eileen Rolland – Eileen has consistently been encouraged to pursue her passions, focusing on 

activities that both interest her and foster her personal growth. She feels most authentic when 

engaged in writing. Additionally, Eileen operated a complementary therapy business for seven 

years and provided instruction in Tai Chi and Qigong. 

    

THANK YOUS- so many folk help us through the year to fundraise, create 

awareness and plan our events, our families are obviously the most important! 

Committee members, past and present, friends, acquaintances, community groups, 

businesses and of course the Authors themselves. 

A few special mentions, The George Hotel, an amazing and welcoming venue for 

us all, MacPhies of Stonehaven for our new gazebo! Brian Ball, a wonderful 

supporter and happy to get involved in any mad ideas we get come up with! Freya 

Bigg for volunteering to help with the programme this year! Red Caps, Fit’s 

Cooking and everyone else throughout the year who contribute in their own ways. 

Here’s to 2026! 

If you would like to donate, sponsor, take part or come on board email: - 

brechin.angusbf@gmail.com or secretaryabfest@gmail.com 

All events are free unless otherwise stated. 

Due to this being a ‘Live event’, some names and times may change. 



  
 

 



 

 

22nd & 23rd November 

Book Fair 12-5pm 

George Hotel. Montrose 
 

Pick up a book from one of 

our Authors and pop it in the 

box for the                  

ANGUS TOY APPEAL 

Box will be relocated after 

the event to the                  

INK & QUILL Book shop, 

John Street, Montrose. 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

Take a wander down the 

High Street & Murray 

Street at all the lovely 

Window Displays. 

You can even vote for 

your favourite on our 

Facebook page! 

 

  


