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16%-23"Y November 2025

The George Hotel is a family run hotel with no two

rooms the same shape or size, but all furnished to a

high standard with en-suite facilities, television, tea
and coffee making facilities and free wifi.

A function suite is available for private hires for
family parties, christenings and weddings.

22 George St, Montrose DD10 SEW
01674 675050



https://www.google.com/search?q=the+george+hotel+montrose&sca_esv=92bdb361676e0929&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB1030GB1030&sxsrf=AE3TifMISQgixa107tenoMBAclNBtiV5xA%3A1762332953342&ei=GRELafrPFLzWhbIPj7mB2A4&gs_ssp=eJwFwbERgCAMAMCz1QnsKOwBFQiM4BbIxVCgOZGC8f0fJ0lSNyrU7auGsKi-A1ivPCDay5i0BdXNqeMaXbIQHQAec8soCLkSiswNi7j5aZU__AF88BhN&oq=the+george+&gs_lp=-IDBRIBMSBA8QX5zZetgLt2WLoGBggBEAEYAZIHCzEuOC4yLjEuOC0xoAfxzwGyBwcwLjguMi4xuAeFEMIHBzItMS45LjPIB7EB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp

The Angus Book Festival

Enter Angus by wardrobe
For the book festival
Cross Montrose on tightropes
A literary ball

Pitch to be published
Cafes echo blurbs
Customers rummage
Sprinkle vowels and verbs

Burns’s family tree
Stemmed from suburbs
With ploughman’s vocabulary
He bowed like rhubarb

Where each author haggled
In English and Scots
Through ABC to squiggles
Texts rose from plots

The book worm’s straggle
With insect news panned
As audiences trickle
From stalls scribe manned

Frankenstein was launched
By the banks of the Tay
Vampire’s teeth crunched
At cursed Cruden Bay

Armed with full baskets
Folk leave empty shelves
Shuffled library tickets
Writer’s doors without wolves

Chris Tait

& Cameron St, Stonehaven AB39 2BL

07902 918172  butnbenbooks@gmatl.com
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ANGUS BOOKEFEST focus is on ‘as local

as possible’ and bringing the written word to

the community in as many different ways as
possible in the hope to appeal to many.

We promote local authors,
illustrators/storytellers/poets etc based in
Angus and further afield.

We include the local and wider community in
mini events during the year by taking part in
local fairs and galas to grow awareness of our
event. We actively fundraise year-round
through various means, appealing for
sponsors, applying for funding, selling
advertising space in our programme,
tombola’s, raffles, quiz and Bingo nights and
much more.




Sunday 16 November
BOOK LAUNCH

Tk & Quill

Celia Norman Smith

When an artist comes to the organic vegetable
garden, all the scarecrow’s senses are flipped
upside down. Is Harry Also in love?
There’s no time for him to find out, as he is
kidnapped and joins the travelling circus known as
‘Milo’s Magical Show’. With horses, Milo &
George, Harry travels the Fintry Hills in Scotland,
accompanied by Peawee, the Wuidwisp & his
young family.

1pm-2pm Ink & Quill, John Street, Montrose. FREE

Join Celia as she reads from her new book! Introduced by David G Pullar.

Includes a display of Celias wood carvings and prints. Also includes activities and refreshments.

Robyn & Mikeys Book Club

is coming to Montrose for 1 day only!

Sunday 16™ November
2.30pm-3.30pm
Ink & Quill, John Street, Montrose.

FREE Story reading and activities, children’s authors,
refreshments included.




An Evening with the Montrose Poets Old
and New...

Sunday 16" November

The George Hotel

7pm Tickets £5. p/person

Featuring the talents of

Ian Nimmo White, Julie Adams, Jane Prior, Mark Richardson &
Eve Mumford

Readings from the works
of the Marquis of
Montrose, Violet Jacob,
Hugh MacDiarmid, W F
McHardy and more.

Montrose’s Newest Pop Up
Market, Gallery & Community
Space

Located at 54 High Street,
Montrose.

£50/week for 1 of 7 selling areas
£250/week — book the whole shop
just for you!

Got questions? Message us on
Facebook or email Cara at
beachburghbasin24@gmail.com

This project is funded by the UK government
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

ENNNS 1R L




Monday 17" November

1pm —3pm

‘Fit’s Cooking’

High Street, Montrose

Angus Bookfest Writing Workshop:

HISTORICAL CRIME FICTION

with Lexie Conyvngham Author

A whirlwind tour of historical research for fiction
writing. Suitable for beginners.
Refreshments provided.

Tickets £5. p/p

/ Get tickets from: 7?(/‘:{{1
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Paint Your Own _‘Book Vase’ & Mini Quiz

85 High Street
Montrose
Angus
DD10 8QY
07477 145111

team@fﬁnkyweeteapotmontrose.com

Monday 17" November

Please Book at the Funky Teapot

Limited Places

Refreshments included.

Tuesday 18" November

1pm-3pm
‘Fit’s Cooking’
High Street, Montrose

Angus Book Fest Writing Workshop:

BOOK BINDING

with Stephanie Roelling

LEARN SOMETHING NEW!
You will be making two books. One with a slipcover and
a second more challenging form with a beaded spine.
Materials and Refreshments provided

Ticket £12 p/p

Tickets from: secretaryabfest@gmail.com or in person.

PayPal, Bacs & cash accepted
(10 max)
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Breakfast in the box
Tuesdays 8am - 11am |

Football just play
Monday - 6:30pm-
Spm

All of these programmes at Links Park
Stadium

For more info visit www.montrosect.org.uk




An Evening with Dave Ramsay BEM
Adam Christie, The Recognition Journey

Adam Christie was a Shetlander who was experiencing mental
health issues, and was brought to what was Montrose Asylum in
1901, where he remained a patient until his death in 1950.

Local man Dave Ramsay has followed this story, and his new book
charts the milestones which led to Adam’s acknowledgement and
recognition, at local, national and now at international level.

The remarkable story of Adam Christie is an example of what can
be achieved, from a pauper’s grave, to local, national and
international acknowledgement.

Tuesday 18" November

ProMo HQ, 10 High Street
Montrose

7pm £S.

Includes refreshments

1000 Word Short Story o any Topic
1t £50 plus a trophy




Wednesday 19" November

-9 ProMo HQ % -
b 10 High Street, Montrose ( =
~ I "
Ipm-3pm

Angus Book Fest Writing Workshop:

CHARACTERS MAKE STORIES

with Jane Prior

Get to grips with writing character — from cardboard cut-outs that do a
job-to multidimensional, memorable characters who carry a story and
grip the reader. In this workshop we will reveal the tools to create both
plus when, where and how to use them.
Materials and refreshments provided.

Ticket £5. p/p

Tickets from: secretaryabfest@gmail.com

(10 max)

£ N

Montrose Writers Past
& Present Montrose Museum

Montrose Writers Past & Present — Montrose has
long inspired creativity and imagination.

Montrose Writers: Past & Present celebrates the
town'’s rich literary heritage and the lives behind the
words, from early voices to contemporary writers

shaping new stories today.

This exhibition coincides with Angus Bookfest.

Events Times
Panmure Pl’ Montrose DD1 0 8HF 14/11/2025 - 09/02/2026 - 10:30 - 16:00



Montrose Burns Club
Thursday 20* November

10am. Montrose Museum

Guided walking tour, visiting the central points of the ‘Burns Trail’
Finishing back at the museum for hot drinks and a short talk on
the ‘Montrose Writers, Past and Present’ exhibition.
£5 per person. Pay on the day.

All proceeds to Montrose Burns Club.

Thursday 20" November NIS !.-'BBLTS
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Angus BookFest Writing Workshop:

THE NUTS & BOLTS OF
SELF PUBLISHING

with Chris Longmuir, Author

Step by step instruction on what you need to do before you self-
publish and what yvou need to do after publication.
Refreshments provided

" Ticket £5 p/p

0 Tickets from: secretaryabfest@ gmail.com
PayPal, Bacs & cash accepted
(10 max)




Tanaday 20™ Nevemben.

George Hotel, Montrose.

An evening with Historian & Writer AD) Bergin discussing his
book based on the witch tnals in Newcastle in 1650 with fellow
Historian Judith Langlands-Scott, influential in bringing the
Scottish witch tnals to the fore. There will also be a monologue based

on one of the Forfar witches by local author Chris Longmuir.

October 1650, and the traumatised
Parliamentarian spy James Archer returns
north sccking his sister Meg, missing in the
aftermath of Newcastle's recent witch
trials.

Aloof, enigmatic Elizabeth Thompson draws
him to investigate the ongoing killing of
women who had worked to free the
accused.

But when Elizabeth herself becomes
hunted, the only chance of escape lies in
Archer setting himself as bait.
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Bonnic Montrose HBook of pocm and songs
about the aunthors life and the town of Montrose, Scotland
boack in 1399,

We republished our ancestor William F Mellardy's book
Bonnic Montrose after 1135 years all profits for

Cancer Rescarch, British Heart Foundation, Dhabetesl’' K

yww.bonniemontrose.co.uk

f BonnleMontrose1899

@Bonnie_Montrose

bonnie montrose

. Bonnie Montrose Avallabi

In partnership with f Photos by Ken Patterson 07999501114

Wor S T (b

2nd Prize

Ellie Marshall

<«
HMieY

3rd Prize

Mia Davison

Book and Gift Shop

6 John St, Montrose
DD10 8LY

www.inkandquill.co.uk



WILLIAM F MCHARDY'S BOOK
BONNIE MONTROSE

BACK TO PRINT AFTER 115 YEARS.

Bob Mclardy, the nuthor’s great great grandson came up
with this idea initially as o gift idea for his Dad. Roboert
MeHardy Sar's 70th Birthday on 21st September 2011

He was also conscions the original book, that was handed
down, and ix signed by the author'’s grandson William F
MeHardy, had seen better days = there was o real
possibility that the book itsell = and i's sories and history -
could be lost. “Mistory is important (o us =~ and my Dad is a
man for telling us storics of his time in the beantiful town of

Montrose where he would spend every holiday as o boy.”

Take a little piece of Montrose home with you......

In loving memory ol the
auth W, Willlam |
McHardy, 18491920,
who passcd away aged 7
on 16th December 1926
Your “Bonme Montrose”™
will hive on lor evervone

O CIjoy

Bonpie Montrose
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Cover and preface from the original Bonnie Montrose
In bringing back this book, and a little shice of history, I wanted to also help
some charities which are close 1o our hearts,

Every sale supports Cancer Research UK, British Heart Foundation, and
On | | Diabetes UK through Tesco's Charity Partnership, in addition to local

businesses und organisations in Montrose

Find

Us

Devigned and printed by Derek Addison Printahop, 189 High Streer, Montrose, DDIOBON, TelOI6TE0T388  Emall: derekoaddisnnitbreonneet eom




Friday 21" November R0V
i
1.30pm-3 30pm g F3

Legends Sulte,
The George Hotel
George Street, Montrose,

Angus Book Fest Writing Workshop:

GRAPHIC NOVEL WRITING

with Jim Alexander Author & Scriptwriter

You're working on your novel, screenplay, graphic novel, but vou're
stuck at some point. Let’s explore ways to help yvou push it ever the line.
Bring yoursell and your dea to the workshop and we'll get started.

Ticket £5. p/p

(Montrose Academy, Brechin High School & Home-Schooled pupils 14+
FREE with Scotcard)

Tickets from:

secretaryvablest@ gmall.com

(20 max)
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’;ioNl. Montrose Best Book Character G
'4.30pm-5.30pm Costume on the night. R %
FREE ADMISSION. Wiming Gtz Toom R
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Biz& Blether ABH .

Your Quarterly Angus Business Community Magazine

J . h f Authors, Artists, Crafters
oin the very Irst and all business types

Biz&Blether business are welcome!
directory for just £20

saving
£25

Terms & Conditions

No VAT applicable. Deadline for booking Is
November 30th 2025, Payment due on booking.




An Evening of Scottish
History and Myths

Everybody loves stories and
Scotland is full of them.

Every town, village, glen, loch, nook
and cranny has a tale to tell and 1it's
these stones that bring those places to
life. Scotland’s Stories 1s the key to
unlocking those legends and seeing
these incredible places i a new hight.
Loch Garve looks very different when
you know there's a Kelpie lurking
somewhere in its depths. There's a new
appreciation for the iconic Eilean

Donan Castle after discovening the man who built it spoke with birds. An empty moor or
wooded gorge is easily brought to life with the clashing sounds of a battle fought long ago.
Based on the popular travel blog from storyteller Graeme Johncock & Molly the Labrador,

these tales will appeal to all who love history, folklore and Scotland,

g Friday 21st November

Function Suite, George
Hotel. Montrose

Tpm. £5.p/p

Claire Casey a re-enactor, and
a former archacologist. She also
happens to be an author, Her
books range from poetry

Erin Favley is a local hustorian
& storyteller based in Dundee

She tells manly Scottish folk

tales & historical legends with

a traditional style, specialising collections to books of short
in those from Dundee & Angus, ) stories and flash fiction. She has
where her familv hails from. also published the first novel in
= ;\’\____ her Ravensnse Trilogy, which is

She enjoys stories with a strong also called Ravensrise, Claire

sense of place and a touch of . .
. finds insptration in Scottish and
devilry and the supematural .t 5NN :
¢ _ Norse mythology. as well as in
and lightens darker tales with a " histoey

dash of humour.




LEXIE CO GHAM

DEATH WALKS THE
OLD ROADS

}’((&ILS//a

Wit
(lllon;

LEXIE CONYNGHAM *g

Find out more at:

www.lemeconyﬂgham.co uk PRESS

Book Launch
David Munro

Saturday 22" November

3pm. Function Suite, The George Hotel

Berlin between the wars at Christmas.

The forthcoming novel Upheaval which will be
published later this year, features this iconic city
centre location.

David Munro is author of the Adventures in Time novels. He was born in the north
of Edinburgh then moved to the city’s Royal Mile. As an arts professional and with
experience of different cultures, this lends to creative literature. Listening to music
and taking treks through the scenic Scottish countryside, also assists David in
formulating ideas for his novels.




Words at Sunrise

Saturday, 22" of November
7.30-10AM

BIRGIT ITSE

We'll meet in front of The George Hotel, to
go for a creativity walk at Montrose beach.
After greeting the sunrise, we'll head back to
the hotel for some writing exercises.

Participation fee £20 includes

- a light buffet breakfast, —
- a donation to the
Angus Book Festival

Sign up, as spaces are limited to 20 people

Land Sea and Sky

Poetry and Prose from the Mearns and Beyond

An eclectic mix of writing inspired by the area and performed by

. 1.'- ; ., E’g‘
Saturday 22nd

November

nbers of Mearns Writers

Y ]

1.30pm-2.45pm

George Hotel

Montrose

.....

rn ana bred here and those
"arby an afternoon of stories

of forms and styles. -

Photo by Helen Kevan Thomson



Saturday 22"9 November

Book Fair 12-5pm Author panels

12.20pm Angus Writers — Established in 1990, few writing groups can claim such consistent
stability, with their members having diverse literary interests in poetry & prose. Angus Writers’
Circle gained merit in developing several successful authors, poets, journalists and playwrights
with many members winning some major literary accolades at national level.

Morna Milton Webber- is a local writer, winner of various writing awards and member of the
Angus Writers.

Colin Garrow- Colin grew up in a former mining town in Northumberland. He has worked in a
plethora of professions and has occasionally masqueraded as a pirate. He has published more
than thirty books, and his short stories have appeared in several literary mags. He also writes
novels, stories, poems and the occasional song.

Andrew Whyte - Born in Perth, Andrew now lives in rural Scotland. Writing is something he did
briefly as a youngster and returned to it much later. Andrew says it’s ‘been a joy and an
unexpected journey.” Andrew writes short stories and novels across various genres and under
different names dependent on the output.

COLIN GARROW

Ipm Poetry — ‘Literary work in which the expression of feelings and ideas is given intensity
using distinctive style and rhythm’.

Chris Tait- A poet, playwright and spoken word artist, based in Glasgow, who reads at events &
on the radio. She is currently studying for an M(Litt) in Creative Writing at Strathclyde
University, she performed her play ‘Copperopolis at last year’s Bookfest.

Mandy MacDonald -Australian writer and musician who has lived in Aberdeen since 1992.
Mandy's poetry also appears in many printed & online publications in Scotland and further afield,
Mandy firmly believes that poetry can change the world.

Birgit Itse- Originally hailing from Estonia, Birgit first became an author in 2006 from then on,
her articles, stories, poems, and nature writing have been published in numerous anthologies,
zines, collections, web exhibitions and podcasts, including BBC Radio Scotland

-




Saturday 22"4 November

continued

1.40pm-Crime, Bumper Edition! literature that focuses on criminal acts, the investigation of
those crimes, and the characters involved, such as criminals and detectives

Val Penny- Val is an American author living in SW Scotland. She has an Llb degree from the
University of Edinburgh and her MSc from Napier University. She turned her hand to writing
poetry, short stories, nonfiction books, and novels. Best-selling author of The DI Hunter
Wilson Thrillers.

GM Wilson- Glenys Wilson was born in Melbourne, Australia but now resides in Montrose,
Scotland. Being a Senior Clinical Psychologist, Glenys has a curiosity about people’s drives and
challenges as they go about their daily lives, and how they find the courage and motivation to
keep going when facing adversity. She continues to work on more adventures for her Harbour
View characters. Her new book is out now!

Lexie Conyngham -Is a historian living in the shadow of the Highlands. Her Murray of Letho
and Hippolyta Napier novels are born of a life amidst Scotland’s old cities, ancient universities
and hidden-away aristocratic estate. Beyond teaching and research, her days are spent with
wool, wild allotments and a wee bit of whisky.

Andrew Murray Scott - Based in Broughty Ferry, Andrew writes novels, short stories, poems
and non-fiction books. In his career, he has been a journalist, media lecturer, press officer and
contributor to TV and Radio programmes. He also uses the pen name of Andrew Scott to write
political thrillers featuring journalist Willie Morton, which stalk the undergrowth of the Scottish
constitutional debate as Morton seeks to uncover secrets the British establishment would prefer
to keep out of the public domain.

-
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Saturday 22" November

continued

2.50pm -A Fine bit of Romance- Romance or romantic novel is a genre fiction novel that
primarily focuses on the relationship and romantic love between two people, typically with an
emotionally satisfying and optimistic ending.

Shana Frost -writes romantic mysteries as dramatic as the Scottish Highlands that inspire her.
Shana’s stories take readers from Glasgow’s gritty streets to the enigmatic Highlands. She
promises that when reading her stories, you’ll be at the edge of your seat, falling deeper in love
with the characters.

Heather Osbourne- Award-winning author Heather was born and raised in California. Along
with her novels and short stories, Heather also has written & directed several plays. Her books
include The Soldier’s Secret, a historical romance set during the American Civil War; Bitter
Bonds, a tale of black magic in the deep South in the 1840s, and the Rae Hatting Mysteries
series.

Hana Carolina - (she/her) is a pseudonym of a creative and academic writer based in
Montrose. In love with the gothic atmosphere of Scotland, she moved out of Poland as a teen.
Her fantasy horror-romance debut novella, The Inescapable March, was published in March
2025.

3.30pm New Writers- ‘Everyone has a book in them’ - someone who is publishing their first
book.

Elizabeth Highfield - Elizabeth, a former Day Care manager, in Scotland with her husband &
their two dogs. She enjoys gardening & walking her dogs, when she's not outdoors, she
dedicates her time to writing. ‘In the beautiful Scottish countryside, a cyclist has been
reported missing. DS Carron Patterson from Dockside Station has been sent to investigate but
no one seems to have seen him. Carron is determined to get to the bottom of this.’

A J Klemp — Andrew J Klemp was born & brought up in Hull, he enjoys spending time in
nature and with his family as well as reading and focusing on writing his next instalment.
‘Jamie and the other members of a building crew are faced with an unprecedented situation as
the UK is struck by a suspected E.M.P. event of unknown origin or purpose. Jamie knows his
best chance of survival is to make it home as quickly as possible, but can he make it back
before society begins to unravel and break down?

All events are free unless otherwise stated.

Due to this being a ‘Live event’, some names and times may change.




Saturday 22" November

continued
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4pm- Scriptwriters- ‘The script is the foundation of everything’ includes scripts for plays, films,
computer games and television or radio programmes.

Mark Jackson- BAFTA Scotland-nominated writer & an award-winning short filmmaker,
journalist and photographer. Originally from England, he now resides in Scotland. His collection
of short stories, Norhaven, his debut novel, The Revenge of Colonel Blood, an adventure tale set
in 1925, was published in 2013. In 2020, he released The Knowledge, a noir thriller set in the
1970s.

Jim Alexander - An award-winning writer who has worked for TV and for DC (Batman 80-
Page Giant, Birds of Prey) and Marvel (Uncanny Origins, Spectacular Spider-Man) and other
contributions to Graphic Novels. ‘GoodCop BadCop was his debut novel. A crime novel with a
contemporary spin on Jekyll and Hyde, known as "a dark, graphic psychological thriller that
keeps you turning the pages."

GD Penman - Is a critically acclaimed, internationally best-selling fantasy author & has served
as the ghostwriter for over 200 books spanning multiple genres. Prior to his literary career
Graeme worked as a bookseller, game designer, literary critic and editor, he resides in Dundee.

O fillioiGsT
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Satuwrday 22"* November

George Hotel, Montrose.

7pm. £5. pp

An fvem’rzg with ‘Fanfmy Writers

Storm Lomax, Rebecca Brown G Hana Carolina
Featuring Author & Screen Writer Mark Jackson.

Mark has adapted some of Storms,
Rebeccas and Hanas books into
small play-lets that will be
performed on the evening!

They will also be reading from, and
discussing their books, which will be
for sale on the night.

Montrose

TRINITY

Church of Scotland

Sunday 23 November

Book Themed Service at the Steeple

127 High St, 11am

Montrose

DD10 8QN ALL WELCOME
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Sunday 23™ November

George Hotel, Montrose
lpm £_5. p/person

The Flight of the Vikings

Andrew Orr

| "[““' ) ;
For the first time, the stories of i
these remarkable escapes have been - - “‘
woven together into a single V ‘ 'l
comprehensive Viking saga, set in \
the social and military context of the
Nazi occupation. Extensive research
has revealed many new boats and

v/ AW ,
dramatic escapes, with at least 360 ’RYS —
) -

boats carrying over 4,000 fugitives
now known to have crossed to the
Allies. The onward progress of the
avenging escapers is followed into
the renowned Kompani Linge
commandos, the famous Shetland
Bus and the other free forces.
Attempts by German intelligence to
infiltrate spies are revealed - and
how most of them were caught and
turned into double agents

&)

Listen to Andrew Orr discuss his
research and the fascinating stories
featured in his latest book.

Book Launch

e /(//%;/',:(/
Nancy Jardine T
iNg ° < = A//‘///A}
Sunday 23" November

George Hotel. 2.40pm

Is self-supporting success enough for Margaret Law or will her future also include an
adoring husband and children? She might secretly yearn for that though how can she
avoid a repeat of relationship deceptions that disenchanted her so much during her
teenage years? Employment as a lady’s maid, and then as a private tutor in Liverpool in
the 1860s bring thrilling opportunities Margaret could never have envisaged. But when
those posts end, her educational aspirations must be shelved again. Reliance on her

sewing skills is paramount for survival when she returns to Dundee.

Meeting Sandy Watson means love, marriage and starting a family — though not
necessarily in that order — are a striking development, even entailing a move north to
Peterhead. Yet, how can Margaret shed her fear of commitment and her independence
and take the plunge? Jessie, her sister-at-heart, is settled in Glasgow. Frequent letters
are a lifeline between them but when it all goes horribly wrong, the contents of
Margaret’s correspondence doesn’t necessarily mirror her awful day-to-day realities.

Will Margaret discover what she really wants from life and find the courage to take it?



Val Penny’s bold, gripping and thought-provoking
thrillers hit the mark every time.
Get your copy now!

A Perfect Gift ‘Up there with lan Rankin’
A Personalised Book (Michael Jecks)

Sunday 23" November

Activities and Storvtelling with

e Jenna L Givens

- o The c'\x:cus ) ¥
R A s 2.45pm-3.45pm

George Hotel, Restaurant

(limited spaces)

An author and storyteller Jenna is
the co-founder of a children’s
theatrical entertainment company.
Her books are about the
Christmas characters Jenna
created, as well as others. She’ll
certainly keep you entertained!




Sunday 23" November
Book Fair 12pm-S5pm Author Panels

12.30pm NC500- A route of just over 500 miles of stunning coastal scenery, white sandy
beaches, rugged mountains, remote fishing villages, hidden gems.

Julie MP Adams- Born and educated in the Northeast Coast of Scotland, Julie was a student
journalist, a folk singer, and a civil servant before embarking on a career as a teacher. She loves
walking, theatre, live music and reading. Her novels cover a range of genres from road trip
thrillers to historical fiction.

Penny Frances — Writer of contemporary accessible literary fiction. Her debut novel Riding the
High Road was launched in October 2023 by Fantastic Books Publishing. It follows a young
man’s journey to connect with his sperm-donor biker father in the Scottish Highlands. 'Humane,
gritty, and atmospheric, Penny Frances’ novel Riding the High Road is a moving, absorbing and
addictive read.’

G

1.15pm _Children’s Authors- stories written about imagined characters and/or events targeted
at children.

Annie Day Fernie - Annie’s aim in writing children’s books is to teach companionship,
compassion and the benefits of community involvement. As well as writing children’s books,
Annie recently penned a book of short stories, ‘Railways and Waterways’.

Sheila Cochrane — From Kirriemuir, Shiela has so many magical stories to tell about this little
spud and his travels! This the first of many more to come ...

Celia Norman Smith- has always been deeply passionate about writing and drawing, often
drawing inspiration from nature. Many of the stories in Harry Also are based on her own
experiences as a shepherd, beekeeper, mole-catcher, and equestrian worker. Celia also enjoys
wild gardening, wild swimming, and embracing a bit of adventure in her life!
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Sunday 23"9 November

continued

1.55pm _Children’s Authors and the Curriculum -To establish meaningful foundations for
literacy, critical thinking, social interactions, emotional literacy and more. Children's literature is
an invaluable part of teaching in early childhood.

Paula Robertson -has spent the last 18 years teaching at the primary school level. Driven by her
lifelong passion for storytelling, she not only developed and led a story class that brought tales
to life through play but later integrated those techniques back into her classroom. The text
explores a range of both obvious and subtle themes, such as bullying, body image issues,
loneliness, isolation, difficult environments, young caregiving, grief, loss, dementia, ageism,
intrusive thoughts, anxiety, depression, self-actualisation, and finding resolution.

Jenna L. Givens- an author and storyteller, is the co-founder of a children’s theatrical
entertainment company. The Twinkle book series draws inspiration from Christmas characters
she created. She enjoys history, literature, reading, nature walks, and mindfulness practice. Her
collection includes a range of engaging books, including a Christmas story about making friends
and a book about the Scottish witch trials.
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3.35pm- New Writers — ‘Everyone has a book in them’ - someone who is publishing their first
book, whether it's a novel, memoir, or nonfiction work. This "debut" marks their first step into
the world of being a published author.

Anona Gow - Formerly a solicitor, Anona married a deer farmer, moved to rural Scotland, and
quickly realised that as Venison was in plentiful supply she had better learn how to cook it!
This excellent cookbook offers over 70 different recipes for all occasions with simple and easy
to follow instructions.

Lyndsey Croal - Edinburgh-based author of speculative and strange fiction. She’s a Scottish
Book Trust New Writers Awardee, British Fantasy Award Finalist, former Hawthornden
Fellow, and a Ladies of Horror Fiction Writers Grant Recipient. Dark Crescent is a collection
of seasonal tales inspired by Scottish folklore, landscapes, superstitions, and omens. In this
book, readers will find reinterpretations of common folklore creatures and phenomenon.

CRESCENT
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Kids Cooking up a Story

Fit’s
Cooﬁing?

s .‘.\‘Emﬂ‘
to keep you fit

Fit's Cooking? High Street Montrose November

Email - fitscooking@gmail.com

Phone - 07394361795

12noon- 1.30pm  The Runaway Pancake

3yrs-Syrs

2pm - 3.30pm Ratatouille byrs-1lyrs

4pm - 6pm  Anime llyrs +

Sessions are FREE
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

o Cookery sessions.

Fit's

Cﬂﬂﬁiﬂg?

Ir's cooking
re ke you fir

o Cookery and training for adults and
children.

o Cooking on a budget.

o Healthy Eating
To book contact Pat Tweedie by email:
fitscooking@gmail.com

or call on 07394361795

« Volunteering opportunities Visit www fitscooking.com for more info or
scan here:

¢ Advice and information

¢ Montrose Comfort Table

[=] 7% [=]
I
[=]

o Souper Saturdays

e Working in the community, with the
community and for the community.




Sunday 234 November

continued

4pm Trauma and Finding Peace- True peace is built gradually, starting within communities and
through our everyday encounters. When we experience something overwhelming or out of the
ordinary, it's normal for both our bodies and minds to feel traumatized.

Dawn Walton -Specialises in working with trauma - particularly complex PTSD arising from
childhood issues. It is an area where she has lots of personal and client experience, and Dawn
has developed a therapeutic approach that is incredibly effective. Maybe what we should be able
to say is: "This is my screw up. It is / is not getting in the way of my life right now!"

Eileen Rolland — Eileen has consistently been encouraged to pursue her passions, focusing on
activities that both interest her and foster her personal growth. She feels most authentic when
engaged in writing. Additionally, Eileen operated a complementary therapy business for seven
years and provided instruction in Tai Chi and Qigong.

DAWE O. WALTON

The Coveman
RujES Of Survival

THANK YOUS- so many folk help us through the year to fundraise, create
awareness and plan our events, our families are obviously the most important!
Committee members, past and present, friends, acquaintances, community groups,
businesses and of course the Authors themselves.

A few special mentions, The George Hotel, an amazing and welcoming venue for
us all, MacPhies of Stonehaven for our new gazebo! Brian Ball, a wonderful
supporter and happy to get involved in any mad ideas we get come up with! Freya
Bigg for volunteering to help with the programme this year! Red Caps, Fit’s
Cooking and everyone else throughout the year who contribute in their own ways.

Here’s to 2026!
If you would like to donate, sponsor, take part or come on board email: -

brechin.angusbf@gmail.com or secretaryabfest@gmail.com

All events are free unless otherwise stated.

Due to this being a ‘Live event’, some names and times may change.
b4




Will You Send A Man To The Gallows?

Best-selling author Mark Bridgeman will be joining us
for another real life murder trial - in
which YOU the audience will become the juryl With
a PRIZE for one lucky winner, the verdict revealed,
and a Q&A with the author, this promises to be an
event to rememberl Guilty or Not Guilty - You decide.

Tickets £5

Sat 23rd Novembe: /pm
Function Suite George Hotel Montrose
email for tickets
secretaryabfestegmail.com

Author Mark Bridgeman will be
presenting his fascinating Trial by Jury
event and talking about his latest book
about the famous Edwardian con-
woman Violet Charlesworth.




~ Bringing a smile this Christmas
to those in need.
Donations of NEW toys/gifts =

for children aged 0-18 would
be greatly appreciated.

Just hand them

in HERE

22" & 23" November
Book Fair 12-5pm

George Hotel. Montrose

Pick up a book from one of
our Authors and pop it in the
box for the
ANGUS TOY APPEAL

Box will be relocated after
the event to the
INK & QUILL Book shop,
John Street, Montrose.

Take a wander down the
High Street & Murray
Street at all the lovely

Window Displays.

You can even vote for
your favourite on our
Facebook page!

Thank You!
&R \weus  Window Display
—~—— Competition 2025

Theme is ‘A Winters Tale’, based on a book, poem or illustration.
WINNER receives a trophy and gift!

LAST YEARS WINNER




